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two steps backward for every one forward. The manifesto
issued in August by the maximalist section, which dominated
the party, plumped for revolution without any transition
period :
c The establishment of a socialist society ', announced
this manifesto, * cannot be achieved by decree, nor by the
decision of a parliament or a constituent assembly. Hybrid
forms of collaboration between parliament and workers'
councils are equally to be condemned and rejected. The pro-
letariat must be incited to the violent seizure of political and
economic power, and this must then be handed over entirely
and exclusively to the workers' and peasants' councils, which
will have both legislative and executive functions.'
At the national congress of the Socialist Party, which took
place at Bologna in the beginning of October 1919, this
section had abolished the old party programme, because it
recognized c the struggle for the control of centres of power
(the state, communes, etc.) and their transformation from
instruments of aggression and exploitation into instruments
for the economic and political expropriation of the ruling
class.' The new programme, however, asserted that c these
bodies cannot conceivably be utilized for the liberation of
the proletariat'. What then was to be done with parliament
and the municipalities after they had been conquered ?
The manifesto quoted above explains : the party must
strive c in the constituencies and the institutions of the
bourgeois state for the intensive propagation of the prin-
ciples of communism, and for the rapid overthrow of these
instruments of bourgeois domination '.
Thus the 156 deputies and, a few months later, the 2800
socialist communes were apparently to confine their energies
exclusively to revolutionary propaganda and sabotage of the
state. In actual fact the socialist deputies and mayors
devoted their best efforts, as in pre-war days, to the advoca-
tion of public works, the creation of syndicates and co-opera-
tive enterprises, and to everyday, sometimes excellent,
administration. Everything went on as if there were no
distinction, or connection either, between this practical and
almost shamefaced reform and the maximalist proclamations.